CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
Minutes

March 15, 2013

Present:
Matthew Altman, Bill Briare, Debra Carino, Trevor Dodge, Lynda Ellingsen (recorder), Ida


Flippo, Jackie Flowers, Scott Giltz, Mark Hull, Elizabeth Lundy, Terry Mackey, Mike Mattson,


David Miller (chair), Steffen Moller, Lisa Nielson, Cynthia Risan, Tara Sprehe, Sarah Steidl,


Tim Watson 

Not Present:
Dave Bradley, Pam Clem, Tracy Donnelly, Darlene Geiger, Phillip King, Tracy Nelson, Sunny


Olsen, Polly Schulz, Shelly Tracy
Guests:

None
I. Minutes


Action:
Minutes from the March 1st meeting were approved.

II. Consent Agenda


Approved
III. Informational items


None

IV. Old Business

AS degree update (Elizabeth Lundy & subcommittee)
Subcommittee gave an update.  They have been working on generic framework.  Final details will be added at the time an articulation with a specific college/university comes forward.  At this time, the first level of subcommittee work is working on the general education requirements.  AS degrees do not need to be approved again by the state---already has an approval.  Departments will work really close with receiving schools to create these degrees.
Key points to know about the AS degree:

· The AS degree is designed to be a 2-year transfer degree that is substantially the first two-years of a particular 4-year degree at a specific university.

· The AS degree is intended to be a streamlined path and creating AS degrees requires working closely with specific departments within the receiving school(s).
· AS degree programs do not need to be approved by State.
· AS with all degree and certificate programs, Clackamas must adhere to Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) accreditation requirements.
· Courses within AS degree programs already need to be approved as Lower Division Courses

· Requirements:

· 90-108 credits (State requirement)
· Recognizable core of general education (State requirement)

· General education must include humanities and fine arts, mathematics and natural sciences, and social sciences (NWCCU requirement)
· Identifiable and assessable general education and program learning outcomes (NWCCU requirement)

· Established standards of academic achievement, e.g., GPA (State and NWCCU requirement)
· All other college requirements for degree completion (such as number of courses in residency, max number of credits of CWE, etc.)

· Unlike the AAOT, completion of an AS degree does not ensure that all LDC general education requirements are met for any OUS institution, nor does in ensure junior standing at an OUS institution.
V. New Business

1. New Requirements for Determining & Overseeing Number of Credits Associated with Courses—Elizabeth Lundy
Policy of credit hour (Northwest Commission on Colleges & Universities): 

· one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester of credit, or 10-12 weeks for one quarter hour of credit or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time, or
· At least an equivalent amount of time as required in above definition paragraph for other academic activities such as labs, practicum, CWE, etc.

State: 

· the adoption of a polity on credit hour for all courses and programs at the institution,

· process the institution employs to review periodically the application of its policy on credit hour across the institution to assure the credit hour assignments are accurate and reliable, and

· any variations in the assignment of credits to assure that these variations conform to commonly accepted practices in higher education.

This falls under Chapter 3 of our accreditation report and we will now be held to this standard.  Instructional Standards & Procedures (ISP) is where the policy is set, Curriculum Committee is who reviews the processes and ensures credits are accurate and reliable to the course.

This topic will be back on the agenda at April 5 meeting.
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